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and two previous poetry books. Her recent work can be found in the 
Cimarron Review, Interim, The Massachusetts Review, Nimrod, Paperbark, Typo, 
and upcoming in antiphony, Fou, and Mid-American Review. She lives in North 
Carolina with her partner and a houseful of  plants and animals.

Nick Otte’s writing has appeared in Boulevard, Electric Literature, The Baltimore 
Review, Tahoma Literary Review, Words Without Borders, and elsewhere. He 
earned his MFA at the City College of  New York in Harlem and taught 
writing at CCNY, Baruch College, Lehman College, and developed creative 
writing workshops with the Bay Area Writing Project at UC Berkeley. He 
lives in Brooklyn and is currently working on his debut novel.

Leslie Pietrzyk has published three novels and two linked story collections, 
Admit This to No One (Unnamed Press, 2021) and This Angel on My Chest (Drue 
Heinz Literature Prize; UPittsburgh Press, 2015). Fiction has appeared in 
Ploughshares, Story Magazine, Hudson Review, and elsewhere. She lives in North 
Carolina.

Melissa Pritchard (judge, Arts & Letters Prize for Fiction) is the author 
of  twelve books, including the novels Flight of  the Wild Swan and Palmerino, 
the short story collection The Odditorium, and the essay collection A Solemn 
Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and Write. Among other honors, she has received 
the Flannery O’Connor Award, Janet Heidinger Kafka Prize, and the Carl 
Sandburg Literary Award as well as fellowships from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and the Carson McCullers Center. Emeritus Professor of  
English and Women’s Studies at Arizona State University, she is the fiction 
editor for Image journal and lives in Columbus, Georgia. Recipient of  three 
Pushcart and two O. Henry Prizes, her short story collection, The Carnation 
Milk Palace will be published by Bellevue Literary Press in January 2027.

Marin Sardy is the author of  the memoir The Edge of  Every Day (2019) and 
co-creator of  the Substack Psychic Telephone. Sardy’s essays have appeared in 


